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VANDERBILT MUSEUM 

 

Departmental Mission 
The mission of the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum and Planetarium Board of Trustees is to operate the historic 
William K. Vanderbilt II Mansion, the Vanderbilt Marine Museum and Planetarium, and to preserve the buildings, 

collections and former estate property at Centerport for the use, education and enjoyment of the public.  
 

 
Department Description 
 

• The museum is charged with the year-round maintenance and operation of museum buildings and public 
programs. 

• Guided tours, exhibits, educational programs and a variety of weekly special events make the Vanderbilt one 
of Long Island’s premier educational and cultural institutions available to all residents and visitors. 

 
Activities and Accomplishments 

 
 The museum recently reopened the former Vanderbilt Mansion and Memorial Wing galleries after a major 

refurbishment of electrical and environmental control systems. 

 The Vanderbilt Planetarium expanded its offerings beyond the traditional astronomy sky shows and is offering 
marine science presentations.  In addition, the popular laser shows have been re-instituted. 

 The museum received its first year federal grant; a $135,000 award in the highly competitive “Save America’s 
Treasures” program which awards funding for nationally significant artistic and cultural collections.  The 
funds will be utilized to restore the historic dioramas and natural history specimens located in the “Habitat” 
gallery. 

1094



VANDERBILT MUSEUM 

 The museum continues to make significant infrastructure improvements to museum facilities.  This has 
resulted in an increase in museum programs and  educational and visitor services during the past year.  This 
occurred despite the temporary closure of certain facilities for several months due to capital project 
construction. 

 

 
2005 Executive Recommendations 

 
I am proposing a budget of $2,619,000 for the Vanderbilt Museum and Planetarium for fiscal year 2005.  This 
represents an increase of $102,800 over the 2004 Adopted Budget.  Suffolk County does not subsidize the operation 
and maintenance expenses of the Vanderbilt Museum.  I am, therefore, recommending the budget as requested by 
the museum. 
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